[Rhabdoid meningioma. A new malignant subtype].
Of the numerous morphological variants of meningiomas only few, and among these the rhabdoid meningioma, have prognostic importance. Rhabdoid meningiomas were described for the first time in 1998 as an unusual variant with increased proliferative activity. In 2000 they have been included in the revised WHO classification of tumours of the CNS as a subtype of meningiomas with increased risk of recurrence and more aggressive growth, corresponding to WHO grade III. We report the case of a rhabdoid meningioma in a 21-year-old woman presenting as a intracerebral tumour mimicking an oligodendroglioma. The tumour showed features of a meningioma and a rhabdoid morphology with angiomatous components and was considered to be a rhabdoid meningioma. After surgery a small residual tumour remained. The patient received postoperative radiotherapy resulting in regression of the residual tumour in control examinations after 4 and 8 months. Using the presented case we discuss the differential diagnosis and prognostic significance of recognition of a rhabdoid meningioma.